Walton Radio Association
Minutes of the August Meeting

August 7, 2008
The meeting was called to order at the NYSEG service center at Hawley’s Station, NY at 7:35 P.M. by President KB2RLH.  Those in attendance were as follows:  KB2RLH, N2WDV, AB2IC, KA2HDO, KC2IKQ, W2TKB, K2EZK, W2CD, and WB2JOW.

Reports
The minutes of the June 2008 meeting were read approved.
The Treasurer reported a balance of $1,625, 43.  It was noted by Treasurer K2EZK, that a thank you letter was received for acknowledging a donation to Hospice in memory of Gerry Tiffany, KC2JUZ.
Nets:
CW – Ten check-ins for July.

FM –  25 check-ins for July.
Old Business
A review of the FD exercise was provided by W2CD as follows:

Both the radiotelephone and CW stations were staffed, but not full time.  Additionally, scores this year exceeded those of last year, however, the message to the N.Y. state net could not be completed.  The total claimed score this year was 3,600 while 3,130 was claimed for 2007.

The bands were somewhat noisy, but both 10 meters and 15 meters were open this year and all antennas seemed to be effective.  The contact totals claimed were 292 on CW and 42 on radiotelephone.
W2CD reported that the W2LZ repeater went down during the third week in May, due to storm activity.  He further reported that he and KB2RLH made a site visit during the second week of June.  Several electronic components suffered damage.  W2CD has affected repairs and is now testing the repeater at his home QTH.  In order to limit damage in the future, he proposed converting the current dc line to low voltage ac, including the use of an isolation transformer to limit transient propagation to the station site.  It was also noted that the property owners are upgrading the ac service wiring at the barn and shop.
New Business
KB2RLH that the Delaware county EOC was activated on July, 23 due to a severe storm in the area.  Several hams were dispatched to certain locations around Delaware county to provide backup communications if needed.  AA2RM and KC2LAB reported to the EOC to provide support and reserve service.

KB2RLH also reported that a SET exercise was held on July 30.  Hospitals in Walton, Delhi and Margaretville were staffed by hams.  The exercise was coordinated by a Capital District’s healthcare facilities group.  It was reported that the Margaretville repeater was not accessible during this exercise.
AB2IC reported that the K2NK repeater currently has very low field strength in our area.  K2NK is aware of the problem, but has not yet been able to address the issue.

K2EZK reports that he will be making a $100 payment to the property owners of the W2LZ repeater site for the annual operating costs.

K2EZK reported on the Cortland and Ithaca hamfests.  Additionally he advised that Rome is next on the schedule on 08/16.
AB2IC reported that he and K2EZK are selling KC2JUZ’s equipment, which includes various VHF devices.

W2CD reported on the Special Service Club application which is pending for renewal for the WRA.  Apparently, the application is difficult to execute on the ARRL website.  Additionally, W2CD asked those present for clarification of various activities with respect to the application, particularly activities associated with the Boy Scouts and the Walton Central School.  W2CD indicated that he will proceed with the application to the extent possible.

The next meeting of the WRA is planned for September 4 at the NYSEG building at Hawley’s Station if it is available.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M.  Refreshments were provided by N2WDV and W2CD.

A very interesting presentation was provided to those present by AB2IC regarding his recent trip to Japan on the occasion of the marriage of his son.  The presentation included many fine photographs and excellent commentary about the culture and area of Japan where the marriage took place.  Also included were photographs of the State side marriage ceremony and reception held locally for the newlyweds.  It was noted that KA2HDO was in attendance for local occasion.

Respectfully submitted,

WB2JOW

Secretary
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