Walton Radio Association
Minutes of the September Meeting

September 4, 2008
The meeting was called to order at the NYSEG service center at Hawley’s Station, NY at 7:32 P.M. by President KB2RLH.  Those in attendance were as follows:  KB2RLH, N2WDV, KA2HDO, KC2IKQ, K2EZK, W2CD, and WB2JOW.

Reports
The minutes of the August 2008 meeting were read approved.
The Treasurer reported a balance of $1,547.43.
Nets:
CW – 12 check-ins for August.

FM –  No report available
Old Business
W2LZ Repeater Report
KB2RLH reported that the W2LZ repeater has been repaired and returned to service.  Both KB2RLH and W2CD said that the repeater needs to be field tested.  KB2RLH suggested that an organized field check out be performed.  W2CD further reported that the dc power line needed some maintenance due to tree problems and the age of the installation.  He further reported that the shack has a window missing, apparently being blown out during a recent storm.  W2CD said that the owners of the property were at the Woodlawn site recently and mentioned that they still welcome the use of the site by the WRA.  The power system has been upgraded at the barn and shop.  The dc line current was measured at approximately 2 A.  The battery voltage was measured at 10.8 V prior to reconnecting the charging circuit.  KB2RLH and W2CD will make another field visit to the repeater.  KB2RLH plans to remove the large tree that is currently blocking the access road.  W2CD reported that a portion of the dc power feed line will be replaced with spare cable which is on hand.
W2CD reported that the special services club application has been completed and submitted to the ARRL.  A copy of the submittal is included with these minutes.

New Business
The WRA has received an invitation to participate in this year’s Harvest Festival on October 11 at the Delaware County Fairgrounds.  Those present decided to again participate.  The set up is planned for Friday, October 10 at 1:00 PM local time.  N2WDV suggested that in addition to the HF and VHF stations, that a CW demonstration project be included this year.  Additionally, it was suggested that an easel be included in the set up.  K2EZK suggested providing prizes as people participate in the operation of the station.
KB2RLH reported that N2ZKX has requested permission to use the K2NK repeater (146.955 MHz) for a road rally being planned for the Hancock area on October 30 and November 1.  Volunteers were also requested.  KC2IKQ indicated an interest in participating.

KB2RLH reported that W2LC won the recent Section Manager’s electron for WNY.  It was suggested that W2LC be invited to attend a future WRA meeting.

K2EZK reported that the Syracuse hamfest is planned for 09/13.  Additionally he advised that one is also planned for Saratoga on that date.
The next meeting of the WRA is planned for Sunday, October 5 at the Walton Fire Dept. at 2:00 PM.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P.M.  Refreshments were provided by K2EZK and KC2IKQ.
An example of a beam power tetrode vacuum tube, suitable for use as a final amplifier in an Amateur Radio transmitter, was displayed by WB2JOW.  A brief discussion of the ratings and applications of the 4-400 A followed.
Respectfully submitted,  WB2JOW  Secretary
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